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Scon after the House assembled For its sitring om ik
November, 1989 Sri M.V. Mysoora Reddy raisef a peint of cuger
enquiring whetheyr the second cath administered to Nemvers
under Rule 5 of the Rules of Procedvre and Comduoet of
Business in the House was valid before the Mesmher stgred im
the Roll of Members after making oath under article 182 of fiwe
Constitution of India. He has also raised ancther point of
order whethsr the oath taken by certaip mewbers ir the name
of political leaders or in the names of their kith and Xim
was valid as it 4id not conform to the formet set oot in the
Third schedule to the Comsitution. Be requested z Boling om
he points raised by him.

Sri Y.S. BRajasekhar Reddy engquired as to when the
Speaker Protem is gqoing to take the secornd cath as reguired
under the Rules as_the Speaker protem did not tske soch a
oath before the governor.

The Speaker Protem reserved the Ruling over the poimis
raised by Sri M.V. Mysoora Reddy.
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I am happy that I was called upon to decide the guestion
of constitutional importence with far reaching conseguences
immediaely after assuming the office of Speaker. As you all
know art. 188 stipulates that every member of the Assembly
before takin his seat in the Homse is required to make or
subscribed before the Governor or some person appointed in
that behalf by him a ocathor affirmation according to the format
set out for the purpose in the Third Schedule to the Consti-~
tution. The reguirement of the Constitution is that a Mamber
elected to the House should take ocath before the Governor orj
a person appointed by him according to the format set out in‘
the Constituion. This Article does not require a Member to
sign the Roll of Members. The moment a member takes 0athl
under Art. 188, he is entitled to discharge his duties and!
obigations arising by or under the Constitution. The mere
fact that a member did not sign in the Roll does not
disentitle him to ful-fil his obligations. Every Member is
free to discharge his obligations. The moment he took oath under
Art.188. Sri M.V. Mysoora Reddy seems to be under a mistaken
impression that the oath taking completes only after signing
the Roll of Members. The signing in the Roll serves as a
piece of evidence that a particular member taken his oath.
The non-signing in the Roll of Members does not disentitle a
Member to take the oath prescribed under the Rules. I,
therefore, rule that the second ocath administered to members
before sig*nin_g in the Roll of Members is in order. In these
aspects there is no need to administer the same again.

Regarding the other point raised by Sri M.V. Mysoora
Reddy whether the oath taken in the names of leaders of
political parties and near relatives etc., I feel that
strictly speaking such a procedure is not in conformity with
the format set out in the Constitution. I, therefore, direct
that such of members who have not taken the ocath according to
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the format set out in the Constitution may do so again. The

Sspecial Secretary will be calling their pames in due conrse.

Regarding enguiry made by Sri Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy
about the second oath to be administered to the Pro-tem
speaker, I am calling Sri Kolla Appala Naidu ta take the same

now. -
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Maiam Speaker, point of clarificationt
¥adam Speaker:- What is your clarification?

Sri M.¥. Myscors Reddy:- Kadam Speaker, if 5 Member sits
=r wores in the House without making amd subscribing to the
catn sor effirmaticon ke is liable in respect of each day on
which be sits. or wotes to a penalty of Rs.500-00 to be
recowered from his pay.
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Madam Speakerz- I am to announce to the House that I am
mopinating the following Members on the Panel of chairmen for
the first session.

1. Sri C. Motyam Reddy,
2. Sri M.¥. Xrishna Rao,
3.7 5mET P, Varalakshai,
4. Sri D.S. Redya Haik,
S. br.R. Ravindranath Reddy.

O1) -3, -dby- Todaiol 3 385, TddHhr HB ohe Hod-

Madam Speakerz— I am to amnounce to the House that in
accomdance with the direction 56{i}, the Congress Legislature
Party with a strength of ninty one Members is recognised as
ihe main opposition party in the Assembly and its leader
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Dr.Y.S. Rajasekhar Reddy, M.L.AR., is recognised as the Leadex
of Opposition.
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Madam Speaker:~ I am to anncunt;e toLthe House that on
11th November, 1999 the Governor was pleased to address the’
Members of this House. A true copy of the address has been
laid on the Takle of the House. {200830)

SERHE, 08 W8S 8380

Madam Speaker:- The Paper to be placed on the Table of
the House is deemed tc have been placed.

1. A copy of the report on the decisions of the Business
Advisory committee taken at its meeting held on 1llth
November, 1999.

Madam Speaker:~ Now, Sri 6. Butchiah Chowdary will move
the motion of thanks to the Governor's Address.
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Madem Speaker: Iam to announce to the House that the
House that the amendments to the Motion of Thanks fo the
Governor s Address will be received by the Special Secretary,
A P. legislature upto 5.00 p.m., on 12th November, 1999.
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Sri P. Ashoka Gajapathi Raju:— Madam Speaker, I wanted
to make a submission to this House. We have to encourage
maiden speech of every Member. But unfortunately, we are

seeing something different today. I wanted to bring the same
to your notice and through you to the House.

LEd D86:~ ABINPsoolsE 2% 34av0 3BLI, Yo 598,
3By TISHHzed IBEIET  Sreedhad JdcHE HPsew Dol
ddbHos 383 0588 Faired TH w0588 3BAHIo, 7 %0

Now, the Bouse is adjourned to meet again at 9-00 A.M.
on 15th November, 1999.

{The House then adjourned at 1-57 P.M. to meet again at
9-00 A.M. on Monday, 15th November, 1999.)
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¥adam Speaker and Hon'ble Members of A.P. Legislative Assembly.

I deem it a great pleasure to address you in the first
session of the pewly elected assembly, on the threshould of
the new wmillennium, which beckons wus with the promise of
great hope, peace and prosperity. We are entering a new world
where knowledge and information hold the key to human
progress. We have to prepare ourselves to meet the challenges
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of the knowledge Soclety The noble mansion of our State is

to be bullt on the foundatlon of information, knowledge and
wisdonm.

The coming year alsc marks the 50th Anniversary of the
Indian Republic. At this critical Juncture of history, our
people have shown their deep commitment to the principles of
secularism, probity and social justice., Moreover, they have
shown that performance pays. They have illustrated through
their verdict that a Government which is forward-looking,
which cares for the people and which motivates them to move
towards the goal of prosperity, is amply rewarded. The people
of our State have reposed their faith on a government that is
now being hailed as a model for others. The leadership in our
State is being commended, nationally and internationally. The
hope of our people about the State's future based on their

recent experience has found its expression in a creative
spirit.

The overvhelming public mandate, reflecting the sagacity
of our electorate, makes us aware of the enormous challenges
ahead. With courage and determirnation, tempered with humility
such challenges can be squarely met. It is with this sense of
responsibility and humility that my government is geared to
serve the State. Based on the experience in innovation and
social engineering over the last four years, the State is now
ideally poised for a high growth trajectory.

Every individual, every organisation, every society has
its hope, aspiration and dream. Experience expands and
enriches them. Visionary léadership shapes and articulates
the collective hope and motivates the people to work unitedly
for realisation of the shared vision. Once awareness is built
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up, the word *impossible” vanishes. Our ancient sages
reminded us of the unlimited potential of human genius. Great
reformers of all ages have shown what is achievable, even
under the most trying circumstances. The non-resident Indians
have scaled peaks of excellence in every field of human
endeavour. All that J':S needed is ap inspired vision and the
dedication to reach that goal. This is precisely what has
started happening in our State.

Barlier this year, while addressing the Assembly, I had
pleaded that the underlying philosophy of the Vision 2020
document, which articulates the Vision of our people, and the
path that it charts out should be read, appreciated and
internalised by every person in the State. In the nine months
that have passed by, our people have reaffirmed their faith
in my government's capacity and commitment to translate the
ambitious Vision into reality. Everybody has started dreaming
for a nuch brighter future. Passive resignation is yielding
to positive thinking. Imagination and hard work have given
rise to optimism all around.

The promises made to the people, before the elections,
were based on the goals enshrined in the Vision document. It
was envisioned that eventnally the State's economy will have
to grow by 9-10% a year, population growth will have to be
contained at 0.83% a year, agriculture has to grow at an
annual growth rate of 11% and the services sector will have
to grow at the rate of 12% a year. The commitment made to the
people specified what would be delivered by the government,
in concrete terms, during the next five years. Since the
development philosophy of*my government was based on a shared
and enlightened vision, its endorsement by the people of our
State reflects their maturity, their deep faith in their
leadership and their resolve to bring about a socioc-economic
transformation of the State.
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As highlighted from time to time, development of human
resources, proper management and regeneration of natural
resources and pursuing a path employment-led growth, with
full participation of the people, form the triad of our
development philosophy. The forces of globalisation and
advent of 1Information and Communication Technology are
metamorphosing the context and paradigm of development. With
a mind that is free and rational, we should accept the best
practices of the world which are ideally suited far the well
being of our people. We would ensure that our natural
resources are sustainably- harnessed. No drop of water would
be wasted and no piece of land left fallow. Accessing the
most appropriate technology and facilitating a people's
movement along an eco-friendly development path would ensure
most efficient utilisation of natural resources. Concurrently
universal access to basic education and primary health care
and special affirmative actions for vulnerable sections of
our society would trigger human development. Rural
development initiatives, anti-poverty programmes and
self-help groups would open up employment opportunities to
multitudes of people below the poverty line.

Freedom and development are inter-linked. As the core of
our concern, every human being has a right to freedom from
poverty and hunger, and from ignorance, disease and lack of
opportunity. Thereforé: poverty eradication, employment
generation, empowerment of the people and human resource
development, intrastructure creation as well as balanced
sectoral and regional growth through SMART governance form
the basic approach of my government. A government that is
constantly guided by excellence, powered by knowledge and
driven by vision.
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For development to be sustainable, the basic needs of
the people have to be fulfilled. My government is committed
that in the next five years, safe drinking water will be
provided to all the habitations having population of 200 or
more, house-site pattas will be distributed to twenty-five
lakh deserving poor in the next three years, thirty five lakh
houses will be constructed for the weaker sections at the
rate of seven lakh houses per year, ten lakh individual
sanitary units will be constructed per year, primary schools
will be established within a radius of one kilometer from
every habitation, one residential School will be established
in each Assembly Constituency, Anganwadi facility will ?e
made available to thirty lakh children, every habitation will
be covered by pucca road and that BT roads will be laid to
all the villages having a population above one thousand: —- -

In the field of employment generation, large-scale
employment opportunities will be created through self-help
groups, by giving boost to agro-based industries, food
processing, small-scale industries and tourism sectors in
particular. Towards removing ‘poverty, a poverty eradication
mission will be launched to develop forty lakh families,
currently below poverty 1line, by successfully implementing

programmes like Mundadugu, Chaitanyam, Aadarana, Roshni and
Cheyutha.

Oon the HRD front, the decision was to quickly bring down
the -population growth rate to 0.83 percent to develop the
State into a knowledge society with literacy rate increased
to 83 percent, to improve the gquality of health care and
establish a medicél_,colle‘ge in every district of the State.

Irrigation facility for an additional twenty-five lakh
acres is expected to be provided, to improve the econamic
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condition of the farmers. Towards improving the coodition of
farmers, a Market Intervention Pond with Rs. 100 crore will
be created to ensure remunerative prices for farm products.
In addition to constructing ome Rythu Bazaar complex for
every lakh population during the next five years, ay

government hopes to enhance agricultural growth rate from 3.7
percent to 6.1 percent.

No society can progress if women, who form half the
population, remain backward. Global experience shows how
women's empowerment can stimulate balanced development.
Amongst various measures to be intensified in this directiom
are the government's efforts to implement one-third
reservation for women in legislative bodies, establishment of
Mahila Banks and large—scale co—operation to self-help
groups, LPG connections to poor families in rural and urban
areas under Deepam scheme, extepsion of government sponsored
benefits in the name of the women in the family, free
education for all girl students upto post-graduvate level,
etc.

Another major commitment was to plant twenty-five crore
saplings every year with a view to improving enrviromment,
reducing pollution and restoring ecological balance. Clean
and Green Campaign will be further intemsified throoghout the
State. In addition, warious reforms to make the political
process cleaner and more decentralised will be taken up.

®hat have been emphasised are scme of the key
commitments made so far. But I am sure every ome in the State
would have the reason to believe that the exciting phase of
development in which we have just stepped in woamld delivexr
similar results in every sphere of actiwity, both withian the
government and ocutside. While the Directive Primciples of the

J. 238-12



180 12 SScalH. 1995~ A5, red Sjwoho v, Sda s
98BI, B8y

State Policy and Foondamental Righfs form .the basis of
people’'s well being, we shonld constaantiy remind ourselves of
tbe Fundamental doties enshrined in the Constitution. 2All of
os shoald ask oorselves what we should do for our State,

Beaver home, the spectacuiar growth of certain countries
in Bsia illusirates how poblic participation together with a
govervment that means business can transform the lives of
people. Good governance implies strategic vision, rule of law
with wminimal discretion at the cutting-edge level,
transpency, responsiveness, comsensus building, promotion
of equity, efficiency and effectiveness, and finally,
accountability. Good gowermance alse implies that people
would perform their basic duties.

Over the last few years, many administrative reform
measures hawe been intiated and are being wvigorously pursued.
Updating of laws, manuals,.codes and instructions has been
taken up in all departsents in right earmest. They are all
being digitised, so that the interested public can access
them Job Charts are being prepared with the help of State's
ERD Institote, so that appropriate training manuals could be
prepaved for each department, Statewide file-disposal is
being monitored. For sustainable development of rural areas,
Suamy Ramaunanda Tirtha Rural Imnstitute has been entrusted
with the coordination of various departmental progral;mes.

Tender procedore has been reformed. Citizens® Charters
have been drafted for select departments and organisations.
Department-specific committees have been set up to suggest
and implement innovative measures. There has been enhanced
wse of IT in governance. Closer interaction of the government
machinery with stakeholders together with elimination of the
middlemen has been encouraged in various programmes of the
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Government. ‘u";ﬁyw&epartnents have foromalated depart;at
specific transfer policy and comnselling sechanism. All these
steps are going to be intemsified in the year to come,
shakpen the basic tools of govermance. The govermment has to
work as a highly motivated, well-knit team for it to satisfy
the mounting aspirations of the people.

Bringing govermment to the doorsteps of the people with
a view to fostering grass root development has been best
exemplified by Janmabhoomi. The feedback from the ten rounds
of Janmabhoomi shows how excellence can be promoted by a
prudent adoption of the principles of wvoluntarism, partici-
pation, trapsparency and accountability. As a movement, every
round is witnessing renewed vigour and enthusiasa from the
millions participating in the prograsme. While the soccess of
Janmabhoomi kindles the hope of all-round prospertity
together with character building, the Govermment has also
learnt lessons about bow to farther earich its coatent and
expand its coverage. As the State's most exteasive inter-
sectoral and participatory development initiative,
Janmabhoomi has now been accepted as .3 statewide public
action against social evils, envirommental degradatiom and
economic deprivation. Xt bas shown how a respoasive
government can reach the unreached and facilitate change
throughout the State.

The success of Self-Help Groups in our State needs no
elaboration. It has showm how critical stakebolder's
participation is in formmlation, design and implementation of
any development programme. Making people self-reliamt,
minimisation of wastage elimination of middiemen and optimal
utilisation of respurces form the main compoments of the
philosophy of self-help groups. Self-help groups also promote
team spirit through comsunity participatios amd digmity of
labour. It is not without reason that the wmodels of Water
Users' Associations, Watershed Development Committees amnd
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Vana Samrakshana Samithis have attracted international
acelaim by virtue of ‘their impact on the management of
patural rescurces, employment creation and food productivity,
Under Joint Forestry Management programme, which is being
cited by the wWorld Bank as an example of success in South
2sia, over sixteen lakb hectares of degraded forests are
being protected by over six thousand Vana Samrakshana
Samathis with the involvement of thirteen lakh rural poor
people. During the last two years, 8.5 lakh acres of land has
been brought under assured irrigation owning to the efforts
of the Water Users' Associatioms.

In the sphere of human development, you would be aware
of the major strides made in the field of primary education.
Bducation not only empowers, it also builds human character
and inculcates in young students the values cherishede by

. society. While umiversal access to education has to be
achieved, simultanecusly gquality of education has to be
improved. Constitution of School committees has been a major
step in this direction. Transfer of teachers based on
performance and counselling is motivating them to work
better. In aéddition to intensive teachers® training, stress
is being laid on demamd-driven and value-based curricula and
development of proper educational software.

In the field (;f —higher and technical education also, the
last few years have seen major leaps forward. Privatisation
of medical and technical education has expanded significantly
the ootpot of traimed professional manpower. We have now to
devote greater attention to improving the guality of teaching
and training in such institutions of learning. My government,
which has set up many centres of excellence in the recent
pask, will strive relentlessly to improve further thestandard
of edncation so that our boys and girls are reckoned as
amongst the best and brightest in the country. Government is



p85yme8 B3d%oko Da, HBsL,e 2 $Sond, 199, 183
5983552, 88y

exploring all avenues to dramatically improve literacy
levels, reform curricula at every level, ensure discipline in
educational institutions, empasise on wvocationalisatioin and
skill-building to accelerate the State's transition to a
knowledge-society.

Like education, wide access to hgalthtand family welfare
services is critical to achieving higher quality of life. 2
series of measures have been adopted to improve the health
infrastructure through a series of initiatives. There has
been an impressive growth of health institutions as well as
medical and dental colleges. A centralised drugs procurement
and distribution system has vastly improved the availability
of quality drugs to the needy. The Advisory committees, set
up for all categories of health institutions in the State,
have begun to change the quality of health services. Public
health campaigns and our drive against Polic have met with
impressive success.

The government accords the highest priority to the
control of pupulation growth in the State. The birth rate in
our State has decreased substantially and we stand third
among major States in the country, next only to Xerala and
Tamilnadu, in lowering the birth rate. Hon'ble Members, you
would notice how appropriate budgetary allocation in the
social sectors like education and health and pursual of a
prodent policy followed by constant monitoring have started
yielding spectacular results. In fact, you would be happy to
know that about 31 percent of the total plan outlay this year
has been earmarked for social service sector. In the years to
cime, allocation in the social sector would be further
enhanced. -

While technology and innovation, based on best interna-
tional practices, would facilitate our entry into the
knowledge-society, our heart should lie with the vulnerable
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sections of our society, for whom numerous affirmative
actions have . been taken up.

In the social sector, the pace to improve the socio-
econonic and edu;:ational standards of people, especially
those belonging to the scheduled castes, scheduled tribes,
backward classes and minorities has been quickened. The
launching of Mundadugu progranme is a milestone in this
direction, besides enhancement of various economic benefits,
long term bridge course for adolescent girls, EAMSET coaching
in residential schools, systematic strengthening of English
medium coaching, opening of four branches of A.P. Study
circle for aspirants for civil services examination and
adopting a series of measures like setting up Special Courts,
sanctioning of DSP-level posts and: establishing a Commission
with a view to eradicating untouchability and implementing
effectively the Prevention of Atrocities Act, are some of the
key components in government's strategy to improve the
condition of scheduled castes.

Similarly, Chaitanyam programme would benefit 2.5 lakh
tribal families. Doubling of the allocation under housing
programme for them, appointment of 8,500 tribal women as
Community Health Workers to carry basic medical facilities to
the doorsteps of tribals as well as starting schools
(Maabadi) in all the school-less habitations of the tribal

areas are amongst the key measures in the field of tribal
welfare.

%

More than efght lakh artisans, belonging to backward
classes, have been identified for assistance under Aadarana
programme, out of which, over six lakhs have already been
supplied with imprc?ved tools and equipment. With adequate
budgetary provision for this programme during this year, ’
Aadarana is expected to improve the quality of 1life of
artisans as never before. In addition,
sanctioned eight new residential schools

government has
including two

-
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exclusively for the children of fishermen community. Various
other measures have been taken up to improve the lot of
fishermen, including sanction of more than 26000 houses for

them. Similarly, all out efforts are heing made to better the
economic status of weavers.

Under Roshni programme, a coﬁprehé;sive strategy is
being adopted for the well being of minorities. Sanctioning
of 301 Urdu Ghar-cum—-Shaadikhanas, construction of Haj house
at Hyderabad and sanction of financial assistance for repair
and construction of over 6000 mosques, are amongst the many
initiatives taken for them. Urdu has been declared as the
second Official TLanguage in twelve districts. Sanction of
financial assistance under Tatkal scheme would benefit
widows. Similarly, direct 1loans have been sanctioned for
unemployed youth by ‘Minorities Finance Corporation.

The weaker section housing programme and provision of
lakhs of house sites would benefit virtually all sections of
the socially deprived and economically impoverished. The
impact o¢of programmes like Apathbandhu, Cheyutha, and
Sukhibhava on the lives of the vulnerable poor has been
significant.

Remarkable growth has been recorded in the field_of
women development and child welfare as well. Women's partici-
pation in various developmental activities of the State has
reached a level which is unprecedented. Formation of Mother's
Committees, stabilisation of thrift groups throughout the
State, girl child protection scheme and Bala MAHILA Pragathi
Pranganam have brought about a quiet but significant change
in the countryside. .

The success of CMEY (Chief Minister's Employment of
Youth Policy), as a sub-scheme of the State's Youth Policy,
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js know to all of you. During the current financial year,
financial assistance will be extended to over twenty thousand
youth associations.

Hon'ble Members, I have broadly outlined so far the
strategy and performance of my government in the areas of
human development, natural resource management through
self-help groups, and social welfare. I have also spoken
about the pledges made to the pecple, in the context of a
shared Vision, and how they are sought to be implemented

through better governance, administrative reforms and public
co-operation.

To ensure systematic development throughout the State,
several steps have been taken to strengthen the Panchayati
Raj system and to decentralise political and administrative
power. In fact, strengthening of local bodies, by way of
greater delegation of power and responsibility, enhanced
allocation of ‘resources, preparation of micro~-plans for
village development, etc. is a key policy of my govern-ent.
Various programmes to provide self-employment and wage
employment, as well as area~specific programmes like DPAP,
Desert Development Programme and Watershed Development
Programme, and programmes targetted to:benefit vulnerable
sections like old people and pregnant women have been stepped
up. The performance of the State in the fields of rural water
supply, sanitation as well as rural roads has given us enough

hope that the targets that were promised in these areas would
be realised.

Agriculture plays a~ dominant role in our economy. Many
steps have been taken to increase farm-productivity, enhance
the income of those dependent on agriculture for their
livelihood, and to ensure farmer's welfare. My government's

timely introduction of Comprehensive agricultural Development
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Action Plan, together witn better irrigation input and various
environmental regeneration meesures., rvesulted in highest
foodgrain production in the State, ©f ths order of 152 lakh
metric tonnes, in 19%8-99. Similar efforts in the fields of
Horticulture, Sericulture, Animal Husbaniry and Piscicultzre
have started vyielding rich dividénds- Aliowing dizect
interface between farmers and consumers through Rythu Bazars
has benefitted the oproducers and consumers alike.
Introduction of Co-operative XKisan Credit Cards—comPassbooks
has heliped farmers to access credit easily and in time.

My government has also handled drooght in 451 mandais
and cyclonic storm in Srikaknlam with dexterity. Relief was
provided promptly. In addition, funds were rxeleased for
implementing a contingency plan prepared by Acharya ¥N.G.
Ranga Agricultural University.

In the field of industries, the State wonld make every
effort to achieve the targets set under Visiom 2020, with
clearly identified growth engines. Creation of a special
fund, titled Critical Infrastracture Balancing Fuond®, uoder
which government will provide fifty percent of the fund and
the industry associations will make matching contribution,
for taking up critical infrastructare in indostrial estates
sich as water supply., electricity, roads and drainage. eﬁ:-
would spur industrial growth in the State. Enowledge Park in
Ranga, Reddy District will provide world-class infrastructure
facilities for undertaking research in biotechnology., medical
and health care, medical instrumentation, ron—conventicnal
energy, waste wmanagement., advance material and inforsation
technology. A.P. Technology Development Centre has been se
up in collaboration with Confederation of Indian Iadustry to
assist small-scale . induStries in the State. In fact,
Industries and Services sectors will play an increasingly
greater role in the ecounomic rejuvenation of tke State, in

the time to come.
J. 238-13
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Tha Stzte has charted out an ambitions 'programe for
itself in the iofrastructoyre sector. With twenty four percent
snd sizteen percent of this year's plan owtlay for irrigation
and eneryy, which form the backbome ¢f the State®s economic
growih,- =t is evidest that hese two sectors_will get
eporwmons noost. Irvigation is the most critical input for
agqricaltnral  prodecrivity. Besides developing water
resonrces, it has boge potemtial for employment generation,
Sevelopment of irrigation £acilities and conservation of
rainwater through water  harvesting structures, tree
plantation, efc. wonld ensure sustaivable food-security and
econoeir well being of our pecple.

Witk a view to fully harnessing the available water
resosurces, wmy Government will continze to give highest
iority to the development of irrigetion infrastructure in
the State. The strateqy is to achieve maximum irrigation by
cospletion of ongoing projects and involving farmers!
organisations in their operation and maintenance. Significant
achievements include commissioning of Sriramsagar project
Stage-X {below kilometer 234), Priyadarshiri Jurala and
Yelugu Ganga projects in the major sector and 8 schemes in
the g@edisnx sector, namely, Vattivagu State-I, Satnala,
Kowlasmala, Taliperuv, Andra, Yerrakalva, Vengalarayasagaram
and Chelasalavagu. The Srisailam Left Bank Canal scheme has
been Given a major thrust for its early completion. Other
major projects planned for expeditiouns execution are Telugu
Gasga, Hondri Niva, Galeru Hagari, Veligonda, Nettampadu,
Ealwvakurtai, Bhima, Guru Rachavendra, #izamsagar 1ift,
Rayolibanda link canal, Thnotapalli regulator, Tarakarama
Thesrthasayar, Polichiatala and Vamsadghara (Stage-II)
Projects. Encouraged by the achievement of the farmers'
organisations im rehabilitating the existing irrigation
Systems, Govermment bhas decided to further strengthen the
Water Users" Associations and to eatrust them with full
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respousibility of the operation and maintenance of ail
irrigation systenms.

An independent Anthority has been constitoted for the
full utilisation of Godavari River water, which has aiready
started functioaing and has prepared an action plam for
utilisation of 117 THC of additional water in the first
phase. Steps have been initiated to speed vp coastruction of
Flood Flow Canal and Srirawsagar State-II works. Detailed
Project xeports ore also beimg finalised in respect of
Inchampally, Polavaram, Duymagudem and Yellampally projects
on river Godavari. Efforts are also being made to obtain
inter-state clearaoce in respect of Lendi, Penganca and
Janjhavathi projects and to protect the interest of the State
over the waters of inter—State river Krishna. - -

In the Power Sector, the Amdhra Pradesh Electricity
Reforms process was carried forward during the curreat year
with the appointment of Electricity Reguniatory Commission.
- The newly created Transmission and Distribotion Corporation
{APTRANSCO) ané Power Geperation Corporation {AFGEECD) heve
become fully operatiomal with full-fledged mapagement. A total
amount of about Rs. 1200 crores has been sanctiomed by
variocous lending agencies and the works for strengthening
transmission and distfibution network are in full swing.
Despite a two-fold increase in area under agriccltural powp—
sets during last rabi, power could be supplied to the
standing crops. Fifty thousand agricultural pumpsets will ke
energised this year. The Singareni Collieries Company Limited
has continued to earan profit for secomd year in succession.

in the Roads Port sector, the government has idemtified a
cors petwork ol 10,258 kijomerers of roafs which are proposed
for development by tapoiag rescurces from various internatio-
nal and wational funding agenciss. Road widening work
throughout the State has been widely apprenciated. Three

State highways have beem converted tc mnational highways. The
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state is aisc concsieed with ensuring road safety amrd bring-
ing down rates =i axridents oo the roads, for which 5% of the
maintensnce crents wiil be earmarked. In so far as port
development s cincerses, snéhra Pradesh is recognised as the
picneerin *the rivitisz-zon of —the -~ f»f}gtaiéf!gs—tmlcturet-
Efforrs for tme Internoricral Airport at Shamshabad have been
mognied sl o.vernTent ras already commenced acquisition of
lané for this purpose. Ertcrts of my government have resulted
in improvements being tak¥es up at Vijayawada and Tirupati
ABirports. Witk tme active participation of private sector,

other smaller sirports would aisc be developed shortly.

In the field of Information and Communication Technology,
Buderabad is seer today as 2 major centre in the country. The
industry is growing at over 100% every year and has reached a
level of nearly Rs. 600 crores in terms of exports alone in
1998-98. This year too, over 100% growth is expected. HITEC
City now houses some Of the biggest names in the global IT
industry and Phase I is nearly full. Work on Phase II is to
commence very soon. An incentive policy for the IT industry
has been announced. It aims at channelling global employment
opportunities im IT-enabled services into the State. These
incentives, cosbined with the requisite communication infra-
structure, will lead to significant increase in employment
opportunities for the eduncated unemployed youth, especially
women. Establisbment of IIIT, Hyderabad has given a fillip to
development of the requisite bhuoman resources for the IT
industry. OUse of Informationm Technology to improve governance
in general and to improve the gquality of citizen services, in
particalar, is a key objective of my Government. CARD
{Computer Aided Administration of Registration Department),
MPHS (Muiti Purpose Household Survey) Project, TWINS (Twin
Cities Retwork Services) are some of the projects that are
aimed in this direction. A few days ago A.P. Secretariat
Campus Retwork (APSCAN), A.P. State Wide Area Network (APSWAN)
and ¥ideo Conferencing facility have been commissioned.
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The spectacular growth of IT-sector would benefit our
society in different ways. Firstly, this would provide
employment to multitudes of people. Secondly, it would
revolutionise governance making it transparent, eZficient and
citizen-friendly. Thirdly! it would facilitate tne transition.
‘te a Knowledge-society and make people sarticipatory-citizens
of the new global village. Most importantly, Informacion
Technology has great potential to eradicate povercyv.

Tourism holds great promise in generating emcloyment. My
government is keen to develop and implement a master plan for
integrated tourism dJdevelopment in the State, with the

assistance of World Tourism Organisation and tne foremost
experts in the field. Tourism has been identified as a Growth

Engine for the State in the vision document. Every effort

will be made to make Andhra Pradesh a preferred destination
State.

Some schemes, which were announced a few morths ago but
could not be implemented due to the interveninc qlections,
have now been taken up with renewed enthusiasm. Deepam scheme
that envisages coverage of ten lakh rural poor women,
selected from the DWCRA groups, aims at improving their
health status, removing drudgery and reducing dependence on
forest firewood and thus contributing to environmental
protection. The scheme would empower and benefit women in a
scale hitherto unthought of. This way, public distribution
system of the State, which till now concentrated on providing
food security for the poor has acguired an altogether new
dimension.

Andhra Pradesh has been the country's most exciting
place for bold experiments and pragmatic innovations over the
last four vears. This innovative spirit has permeated through
all developmental activities. But development presupposes
peace and harmony existing in the society. The success in
this regard has also been commendable. In regard to crime
scenario, the total volume of cognizable crime is under
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control and is generally decreasing. Communal peace ang
harmony has been maintained. Activities of the extremist
groups have been tackled effectively and factionalism,
especially in Rayalaseema districts. has been contained. By
and large, the elections were conducted peacefully despite
the poll boycatt call. Responsive governance and balanced
development have started improving the Jaw and order
scenario. I would appeal to all the elected representatives
and order “scenario. I would appeal to all the elected
representatives and political parties to do their best to
condemn crime, factionalism, communalism and eXxtremism and
use their leadership qualities to create a climate vhere
every form of violence and intolerance is eschewed I would
appeal to every concerned citizen to make Andhra Pradesh the
most peaceful State in the country.

Vigilance and Enforcement efforts as well as fight
ayainst corruption have been mounted and such efforts will be
further augmented. Public awareness in this regard has to be
generated. The administrative reforms measure, together with
increased use of Information Technology, and minimisatic. of
discretion at cutting-edge level, would hopefully succeed in
rooting out the evil of corruption.

While the policies pursued so far yielded good results,
they reguire to be analysed in the context of increasing
public expectations and refined further. Concurrently, new
programnes and policies are to be formulated with time-bound
action plans. All major departments will clearly articulate
their departmental policy. Policies in the fields of agricul-
ture and livestock, Information Technology, sanitation and
safe drinking water, rural road development, sports, etc. are
to be formulated soon. zero-based budgeting and
rationalisation ~of ;;ax;féfructure are alsc in "the offing.
alrezdy., twelve Cabinet Sub~-Committees have beéﬁﬂformed to
devise the road map ahead. I would appeal to all of you to
cooperate vholeheartedly in this endeavour and send your
valuable suggestions to the Sub-Committees. Keeping the
Vision 2020 document and the promises made to the people as
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gcal, departmental plans and village/habitation-wise plans
require to be developed with full participation of all stake-
holders, in a totally transparent manner. This way . theE
wvhole State would be inspired and stirred to action.

ardhra- Eradesh-has-pioneered many path-breskiny _soliniss.w

and programmes in recent vears. In a(fgpe federal spiri€}3n;::~
government extended its helping hand, ta our neighbouring
State, Orissa, when it was devastated by nature's fury. This
gesture would definitely be remembered as a landmark in

inter-state humanitarian assistance.

Hon'ble Members, we are now passing through a decisive
moment of history. The whole country is watching how we -
redeem our pledge to our people. How Andhra Pradesh prepares
for the new millenium is being observed with heightened
expectation by the rest of the world. How the people are
motivated and how tﬁey participate in the endeavour to build
the noble edifice of our State would determine whether Andhra
Pradesh would set the benchmark for others to follow. Such a
historic opportunity should not be missed. We must take
advantage of this solemn moment in order to awaken our State
to that heaven of freedom where all that is humane is

encouraged, all that is excellent is cherished and all that
is noble is valued.

Hon'ble -~Members, during this session you will be
considering urgent business of my government. You have a
sacred and challenging task ahead of you. Public co-operation
from every guarter is solicited. I pray that everyone be
blessed to prepare the road map for future, and work together
to build the mansion of Swarna Andhra Pradesbh.

I would conclude with a gquotation from Swami Vivekananda
delivered more than a century ago, "Your prosperity is in

your own hands...Arise! Awake! And stop not till the gyoal is
reached!".

JAI HIND





















