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Sri N. Chandrababu Naidu:- Madam, I beg to move:

“"That this House places on record i*s deep sense of
sorrow at the demise of Dr, Shankar Dayal Sharma, former
President ¢f India, Veteran Freedom Fighter, an Eminent Jurist
and conveys its deep sense of sympathy to the members of the
bersaved Zamily."
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Sri N. Uttam Kumar Reddy {(Kodad):- Madam Speaker, on my
own behalf and en behalf of my Party, I wish to convey our deep
sense of grief at the sad demise of former President, late
Dr. Shankar Dayal Sarma in December last. It was my singular
fortunate to have been associated with him to work on his
personal staff for a number of years and I cherish memories
of my association with Sri Sarma and his family. Born in a
small Ayurvedic Doctor's Ffamily near Bhopal, he rose to the
highest .pesition in the country. But he never lost sight of
his humble background. I recollect that he was affectionately
callef 'Dockor Saab'! or *Panditii' by his close associates.
He was a teacher, a Chief Minister, z Union Minister, an
A.I.C.C. President, Vice~-President and had an illustrious
career as ‘the Pne§adgnt. Vice-President and had an illustrious
carser as the President. As mentioned by the Spezker before
. me, he also had the truly distinguished academie career with
a string of Master's Degrees from Indian and foreign Univer-
sities and Doctorate conferment from as prestigeous an insti~
tution as Cambridge. Veteran Freedom Fighter, evudite scholar,
tall statesman - all these adjectives seem appropriate when
_spoken of in the context of Dr. Sarma. The fact that he traved
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the British rule and was jailed during the freedom movement;
the fact that he was the youngest Chief Minister of India;
the fact that he held every possible important public office
in the country, are known to all of us. But we, who were on

the personal staff, were most amazed and impressed by his

humane qualities. His extreme simplicity, his austere life~
style, very high sense of propriety and Fery high sense of
integrity, impressed all of us.

I had the misfortune of serving with him during the Babri
Masjid demolition. I had carried the messag'e to him on 6th
December, 1992 when the Babri Masjid was demolished. aAll of
us know that Dr. Sarma was an extremely religious, extremely
pious and devouted Hindu. On the other hand, he had also a
very broad and secular outlock. He believed that the well-
being of the country rested in the communal harmony. When
tension was building up in Ayodhyva for the preceding two or
three days, he has spoken to the leaders of all parties,
religious leaders, leaders in and out of power. He was
reasonably assured by all parties that nothing untoward
would happen in Ayodhya. But I was personal witness to the
fact that when the message of Babri Masjid demolition was
carried to him, he was totally shattered. He was in a State
of shock and subseguently the statement he gave is probably
one of the strongest Presidential statements in the inde-
pendent India. It may.be pertinent to point cut of this point
of time that he alsc said that such an act of demolition was
against the very ethos and principles of Hinduism.

Madam, his knowledge of Constitutional Law was prefound
and he himself was an expert. During his tenure as the Presi-
dent, we always found him discharging his duties without any
fear or favour and purely on the merits of the case. Another
extremely impressive fact which we saw was that during his
interaction with foreign Prime Ministers and Presidents he
presented a very positive image of India, He always would say
that not only we were a large democracy but also a very
. wibrant democracy in the world, Be always dwelt at length upon
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the large numbet‘of ethnic groups, the languages and such of
the groups in the country and impressed every foreign visitor
with ocur unity in diversity.

On behalf of my party I pay homage to the departed soul.
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Madam Spzzker:- Now the House is adjourned to meet again
at 9.00 a.m. tomorrow.

(The House then adjourned at 4.45 p.m. to meet
again at 9.00 a.m. on Thursday, the
Sixteenth day of March, 2000).







