














THE
ANDHRA PRADESH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
DEBATES

[ Part IT— Proceedings other than Questions and Answers ]

OFFICIAL REPORT

Thirteenth Day of the Sixth Session of the
Andhra Pradesh Legislatwve Assembly

ANDHRA PRADESH LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY
Monday, the 11th November, 1957.
The House met at Half Past\Elght of the Clock
[MR SPEAKER IN THE CHAIR]

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

(See Part 1)

ELECTION OF A MEMBER TO THE
ZONAL RAILWAY USERS’ CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE
OF THE SOUTH EASTERN RAILWAY
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2 11th November 1957 The Andhra
Dowry Prohibition Bull, 1955
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THE ANDHRA DOWRY PROHIBITION BILL 1955
[ Mr Deputy Speaker i the chair]
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Clause 3 (a)—
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“Any young man who makes dowry a condition of marriage
discredits his education and his country and dishonours woman-
hood ™ 3.
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“A strong public opmion should be created m condemnation
of the degrading practice of dowry and young men who soll their
fingers with such ill-gotten gold should be ex-communicated from
Society.”” «d
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“Parents of girls should not hesitate to travel outside their little
castes and provinces to secure true, gallant young men for thewr
daughters  The custom of dowry 1s a heartless one The custom 1s
confined to the middle class who are but 2 drop in the ocean of Indian
humamty  Whenever we talk of evil customs, we usually think of
middle class  The millions Iiving 10 the willages have their customs
and woes of which we have yet but Iittle knowledge This, however,
does not mean that one may ignore the dowry evil because 1t 1s con-
fined to a comparatively small number of people  This system has
10 go Marriage must cease to be a matter of arrangement made by
the parents for money The system 18 intimately connected with caste
So long as the choice 1s restricted to a few hundred young men or
young women of a particular caste, the system will persist, no matter
what 15 said agawmst 1t.  The girls or boys or their parents will have
to break the bonds of caste, 1f the evil 1s to be eradicated. Then the
age for marrying has also to be raised and the girls have to dare to
remam spiosters if need be1 e, if they do not get a suitable match
All this means education of character that will revolutionmise the
mentahty of the youth of the nation

Women must dare defy a custom which 1s wholly mdefensible
and repugpant to one’s moral sense
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o “The fathér who is not able to get his daughter married due to

mﬁgﬁmws should be pursuaded to refuse to purchase a maich
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marry her for love, not for money This means a voluntary extension
of the field of choice There should be no artificial divisions creating
mnumerable httle groups which would not intermarry  There 1s no
religion 1n this cruel custom It would not do to plead that individu-
als cannot make the commencement and that they must wait till the
whole society 1s ripe for the change No reform has ever been brou-
ght about except through mtrepid 1adividuals breaking down inhuman
customs or usages ”’

FHTE 2F FBIvyoBotn o8l (T TRSTHTEe B
585 LoD,

If parents were to educate their daughters as they educate their
sons so as to enable them to earn an independent living, they would
not have to worry themselves over the selection of husbands for their
daughters When girls have had the opportunity of developing their
minds fairly and are able to support themselves 1n a dignified manner,
they bave no difficulty when they are destrous of marrying in being
suitably matched What ¥ plead for 1s trammg of girls n useful
knowledge that would make them fully confident about their ability
to face the world and not to feel dependent upon parents or their
future husbands I wish this aspect could be emphasised in consider-
ing the difficulties of parents having on thewr hands daughters of
marriagable age In some cases, the accomphshment of a girl 1s
stself a hindrance because she 1s an accomplished girl Naturally,
she would need an equally accomplished husband Here 1t 1s neces-
sary to break down the highly injurious caste barners Breaking
down the barriers will widen the range of chowce and thus m
a great measure prevent exactions
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“Not more than Rs 10 should be required for the performance
of the religious ceremomial and nothing beyond the ceremomal should
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be considered a necessary part of marriage rites In thuis age of
democracy, when the distinction between the rich and the poor, the
huigh and the low 1s sought to be abolished, 1t 15 for the rich to lead
the poor to a contented life by exercising self-restramnt 1n all their
enjoyments and imdulgences Thousands of poor people deprive
themselves of necessartes of hife for this purpose and burden them-
selves with debts carrymg ruinous rates of nterest This waste of
national resources can be easily stopped, 1f the educated youth set
thesr faces aganst every form of wasteful expenditure ”’
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“ As we are striving towards a Socialistic Society, marriages
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Srimath Masooma Begum (Pathergatt) Mr Speaker, Sir
Imse to support the Andhra Dowry Prohibition Bill It seeks to
prohibit dowry in the State of Andhra Iam bappy to see, from the
‘Appheation of Act’, that it says that the Act apphes to all persons
domictled 1n the State, whether the marmage 1s performed within or
without the State, and does not restrict to any one community but to
all persons domuciled in the State Although there 1s no compulsion
for any religion regarding thi, the custom 1s there  And not only
the Hindus but Catholic Christians, 1f I am not wrong, and Mushims
suffer from it.

The dowry system was, perhaps, prevalent because Hindu
girls do not inherit any property from their father’s share  But I do
not suppose this should be a lundrance in view of the Hindu Women’s
Raght to Property Act  The money of dowry does not go to the girl
herself but goes to her hushand whom she has, if I may say so, to
buy More than women, I think men should protest against this and
support the abohition of this castom. The poet Hali says *

P L T g sl or S5
S e ITY oot py C}Lﬂ‘

The poet says that we have a slavish mentality towards customs
and that habit cannot be reformed I may pomt out to you that as
early as 1918, the Mushm Ladses® Conference vehemently protested
agamist this custom under the presidentship of the Begum of Bhopal
Then, m June 1935, the Munnurukapu Conference passed a resolution
condemming the dowry system  In the Bihar Legislative Assembly in
1938, a nov-official Bulf called the Bihar Dowry Restramt Bill which
was very tauch on the same lines as this Bill, was introduced by Mr.
Shukla Sen. The Hyderabad Women’s Conference also in the same

year protested agamnst the evil custom of demanding dowry. Mrs. Suti

had put forward this resolution and it was supported by Rani Sarala~
<evi of Wanpparthy, . -

AR you know, ideals are fealised slowly and gradually and,
pechaps, never completely. The Bill does dot include “Dowr® and
Makr m the tase of persons to whom the Muslim Law applies.

~
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We are here dealing with the dowry and not the ‘dowar’ or ‘ Mehar’
and that should apply to all mrrespective of any religion, caste or
creed ‘Mehr?, according to Mushim Law 1s a sort of restriction
on the unreasonable powers exercised by the husband for divorce
Therefore, there 18 no question of this Bill either transgressing the
bounds fixed or infringing any provision of the Mushm Law In the
minutes of the meeting of the Select Committee, Mr Kaleswara Rao
says that the Bill does not interfere with the custom prevailing among
Mushims as the Bill sought to exempt them from the purview of the
Bill It s a social legislation and has no bearing on any religion
Mushms are equally affected by the course of the dowry system
Poor and lower middle classes specially are affected most and m the

name of, as they call 3 S 250 254§ they demand

enormous sum, and the result 1s that the parents, if they cannot
afford to pay the amount do not get their daughters married off very

easily

So, while supporting the Bill, T hope that tlus will not restrict
only to one community because the Bill 1n itself describes and says
that it will apply to all persons And 1 trust that it will take all per-
sons into 1ts purview  Thank you, Sir
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Srt P. Sundarayya (Gannavaramy Sir, 1 beg to move
*“ That the question be now put

Mr. Deputy Speaker » The question 15
* That the question be now put.”

The motion was adopted.

Mr Deputy Speaker The question 15

*That the Andhra Dowry Prohibition Bill, 1955 as reported
by the Select Comuuttee, be taken into consideration *

The motion wag adogted.
y lelw‘e 2. |

© mo ‘:?:z Vavilalg Gopalaknisinayyg (Sattengpalliy: Sir, 1 beg

“That in clause 2 (1) ufver the word * ,
the words ‘meluding these, » vord “persons in line 1, jnsert

&

-

{

Mr. Deputy Speker - Hag the hon, X &
Da any ot ths . n.qMafnbe:: Sri L, Lakstimana,
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Sri I Lakshmana Das T have no objection to accept this
amendment, Sir

My Deputy Speaker The question 1s

“That 1n clause 2 (1) after the word ‘persons’ in hine 1, 1nsert
the words ‘mncluding those® >

The motion was adopted

Myr Deputy Speaker The question 1s
“That clause 2, as amended, stand part of the Bill ”
The motion was adopted

Clause 2, as amended, was added to the Bill

Clause 3
Sri L Lakshmana Das Sir, 1 beg to move

“That 1n sub-clause (1) of clause 3, nsert the following words
before the words ‘to any other person’—

‘the parent or guardian of such other party or® *

Mr Deputy Speaker Motion moved

Sr1 Vawvilala Gopala Kmnshnayya has given notice of another
amendment to this clause, just now Under rule 129 (1) of the
Assembly Rules, I waive the notice, because 1t has been received just
now and 1t ought to have been received a day earlier Sr1 Vavilala
Gopalakrishnayya can now move his amendment

Srt Vavilala Gopala Krishnayya Sir, 1 begto move

“That after the Explanation to clause 3, add the following as
Explanation I1

‘Explanation II; Presents of clothes or articles of cloth
of the aggregate value of not exceeding Rs. 500 given by erther
party at the time of the marriage do not constitute *‘Dowry’, *

Mr Deputy Speaker Motion moved

Sn L Lakshmana Das * Ths 1s agreeable to me, Sir
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Sr P Bast Reddi (Pulnendala) May I speak on the
“Defimtion’, Sir? :

Mr Deputy Speaker Yes

Sr P Sundarayya S, 1100 have got amendments to move
Shatl I move now, Sir?

Mr Deputy Speaker Yes

Sri P Sundarayya Sir, 1 beg to move

«Add the followmng as new Explanation at the end of
clause 3 (a)

‘Explanation III  Any mmmovable property given by a
tegistered document to the bride and any movable property or
valuable security declared to be given to the bride and filed
before a Registrar erther at the time of marriage before or after
by any other persons shall not be considered as ‘Dowry’, but
be considered as ‘Shreedhama’ which cannot be alienated by
her within a pertod of 10 years.”

Mr Deputy Speaker Motion moved

All the amendments have been moved and members who have
moved ther can speak now, if they want to,

8r1 P. Bas: Reddr Before the above specific amendments are
taken up, may I speak on ‘Defimution * generally?

Mr. Deputy Speaker * The member has to speak with reference
tq clause 3 and the amendments just now moyed

8r P. Bast Redd: * 1 have got very serious ob
. . : jJection to the
Definition” itself, and am rausing it by way of a pomt of Order, Sir,

\ Mr. Deputy Speaker . Yes. ,

Sri P, Basi Redds., Str, by the change of definition of *‘dowry’

Ht the Seie:the &mﬁm stage, the scope of the Bill as oniginally intro~
daved mmlﬁm Jaas* been . changed. *Dowry* in the generally
mlmmthe m money given by the parents of the
mnasmpomm o m‘; + Wow, the definition as we find it in the

 of the By &wm Comiuittes, 8oes beyond the scope
ety givmmmubym y at #nd 3t now includes raoney or pro.

I dserOnmm. n»‘* *«M@Q T4k that Rule 130
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of the Assembly Rules 1s a bar to such change, 1 ¢ to the inclusion
of money, eic , gong from the bridegroom’s side, as that 1s beyond
the scope of the Bill as onginally introduced 1n the Assembly Even
the Title of the Bill itself 1s ‘Dowry Prohibition Bill’ and the
preamble also 1s to the same effect Also, in the Select Commuttee,
1n the course of his speech Sr1 A Kaleswara Rao said

Sri P Sundarayya Sir, 1 raise another point of Order

guyss % Tase TN ar ¢ B8 wow oGt
consideration stage %3 8%06°0v9, T owdysH Bill wow
820870 e’ebg:é”‘ BT RS Defimtion 3800 Select Commuitee 3
Sodbowdn, e¥y & Publish eonss, & Doy Boowes Doo Ty )
é'éwx)& o8008 @5&%033'3 consideration stage £33 raise
BoofookBedSs  e¥ DY elyd eie rase Jod¥ Fowoe
consideration %> eonwme 5§&6§om®m:}, House consideration
0578y  s%w~8 e Definition, Constitution % 5863'85’ o $Hod
©oD 08 3T (5%, 50 o8 De» é;c@v‘é'\)g_ o3dtonod wRs
Pomt of Order (80570, cof®s¥ore 0 SMPHorsKo0 g0
TED 5D 3:@6"&&,

Sr1 P Basi Redd: Sir, I am appealing to the House to go
back to the definition as contained in the original Bill, and Iam
appealmg to the member 1n charge of the Bill to restore the orignal
definition I think I am perfectly 1n order when I rawse this as a
point of Order and this 1s the appropnate time

*Sri X Brahmananda Reddi Sir, 1 have to make one sub-
mussion. We are passing a legislation and 1 feel, from the amend-
ments moved, more consideration will have to be given to the
amendments, and they cannot be automatically accepted at this
stage Itis not that I am opposing the amendments. When we are
passing a very serious legislation practically affecting every family,
I would suggest to the Chair, Sir, that this may be taken up at the
next non-official day. Because, you will please see, Sir, the amend-
meat moved by Sr1 P Sundarayya 1s a very important amendment,
though he calls 1t as  Explanation’, it 18 no explanation, 1t 1s akind
of proviso to sub-clause (a) That 15 the crux of the matter ‘Dowry’
15 defined in clause 3 (2) and the whole legislation depends on that
Therefore, Sir, I would humbly suggest to the Chair, and to the
House through you, Sir, that the ameéndments may be given better
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thought and therr consideration taken up at the next non official day,
Rushing through this measure at this stage, without proper considera~
tion, I may submit, Sir, would be very detrimental to the interests
of the society whom we are trymng to guard I would therefore
suggest this for the consideration of the House

Mr Deputy Speaker Before the point of Order raised by Sn
P Bast Redd: 1s dealt with, I want to know what the Leader of the
Opposttion has to say on this

Sri A B Nageswara Rao (Rajahmundry) Six, the Bill has
been considered and we are going through the second reading, 1. e
consideration of clauses At this stage, can we postpone discussion
on clauses to another non-official day, because the mouon for taking
this 1nto consideration has already been passed ?

Mr Deputy Speaker That 1s not the point before the House
pow First I am dealing with the pomt of Order raised by Sn P
Basi Redd:
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Sr1 L Lakshmana Das 1 agree with Sr1 P Sundarayya
Therefore, we can proceed with the consideration of clauses

Mr Deputy Speaker I do not think there 1s any basic change
in the definition of the original draft Bill and the amendment made
by the Select Commutiee And I do not think there can be any point
of law or point of order to be considered at this juncture Therefore,
we shall proceed further.

Has the hon Leader of the Opposition got anything to say
regarding the suggestion of Sr1 K Brahmananda Redd: to postpone
further discussion to the next non-official day
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Mr Deputy Speaker In view of the motion moved by Sry
Brahmananda Redd1 and also the views expressed by Sri P Sundarayya
.and Sn1 L Laxman Das, I think 1t would be better if further con-
sideration of the Bill 1s postponed

Sr1 A B Nageswara Rao 1 r1ise on a pomnt of Order, Sir,—
whether the Billl could be postponed to another non-official day after
it has been taken into consideration and discussed clause by clause
today

Mr Deputy speaker If, for any reason, a Bill could not
be considered, discussed and passed i one sitting the considera-
tion may be continued on another day of the same session There
1s no hitch on this pomnt, and the rules do not say that we can-
not postpone consideration of the Bill to any date during the same
sesston Therefore, I postpone further consideration of the Bill to the
next non-official day,-the date of which will be announced tomorrow
or day after I beheve it will be within a week or fortnmight However,
durmg this sitting 1tself, some time will be fixed for non-official
business, when this Bill will be taken up for further consideration

) Foero H‘ﬁ"c%éo&g sigw, 82 w8 o B
8% JBowd"? gos Y Bmwsaig &08 DD cnoip move JoH
EEEEEATEES

Mr. Deputy Spegker Thinking that thus Bill would take us
il 1 O’clock today, I have allowed the hon Mumster Sm M Nara-
singa Rao, to leave the House. Therefore, under these circumstances,
I am not able to take up the next resolution

@ Toore A'PosHFch;  SH BIE BSw woRrey
w S0, Resolution 5, move Hgosn, Bep procedure  H85:10y%
Discussion % T SiHomrsn vl H5D. o0 ghHth B ¥
g5Hes> resolution % move :ag-uan :

Sr1 X Brahmananda Reddi* One suggestion, Sir. That resolu-
tion wil come only after thus Bill 1s passed, but oot otherwise,
Therefore, under extranrdimary circumstances, , .
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Smt. Masuma Begum On a point of imformation, Sir. The
amendments that are recerved are usually taken up first, discussed
and then erther accepted or rejected by the House, and the Bill taken

up for consideration clause by clause Is not the same procedure
followed now also?

Mr, Deputy Speaker Are you speaking about this Bill ?

Smt Maswma Begum Yes. We have passed 2 clauses of the

Bill. We bave other amendments which we have either to adeept or

teject, and then take up the Bill clanse by clanse.
Mr Deputy Speaker :Whes there m\a motion for adjourn-
ment, there is no question of comsdeding the procedure you are

-
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speaking of The clanse by clause discussion of the Bill has been
postponed
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The House then adjourned till Half Past Exght of the Clock
on Tuesday, the 12th November, 1957












